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[Abstract]

We present our attempt to analyze a long time-span forum data to understand the dynamics of online communities. The data
analyzed were salvaged from the archive that Nifty Inc., an online service, collected during 1987 - 2006. We identify various
statistical parameters that show the level of activities for a given forum or thread, propose a metric of the popularity based on
them, and show an experimental result of machine learning to determine the popularity.
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